The paper describes the three language-related event-related brain potentials (ERP) components: the N400 correlated with processes of semantic integration, the early mainly left accentuated anterior negativity correlated with initial structure building processes and the P600 reflecting processes of syntactic integration. These components are functionally specified with respect to normal comprehension. Moreover, the modulation of these components as well as their absence is discussed with respect to pathological language behavior. It is shown that the high temporal resolution of the ERP method allows not only to differentiate between early and late syntactic processes in normals, but also to specify the pathological changes of particular processes in patient groups. q 2002 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.
To comprehend language is one of the essential human capabilities. The process of language comprehension consists of a number of subprocesses covering different informational domains. Phonological information has to be processed before lexical access can take place. At the lexical level morphological and semantic information have to be taken into consideration (see Pulvermüller, 1999 ). Comprehension at the sentential level, moreover, requires the identification of the syntactic relations of different lexical elements in a sentence. The build up of these syntactic relations is based on two information types: first, the information about a word's syntactic category (i.e. noun, verb, determiner) whose identification is a necessary condition for local phrase structure building and second, morphosyntactic information such as inflectional morphology (i.e. number, person, gender, case) as well as verb argument information necessary to establish the relation between phrasal elements (noun phrases and verb). 
